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ANTI GONE
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In adhering to the absolute value of Polyneices, and to the value of his unburied body, Antigone is the first and last longtermist. She is the first to be and name Absolute Longtermism. Absolute Longtermism is Antigone. And Antigone is Absolute Longtermism.

This is because the real location of the unburied body of Polyneices is the future. As unburied, he is futural. A buried body is pushed back into the cycle of the past. The empty lot of the family, and history. For Antigone Polyneices is alive because everything is at stake in a body out under the open air, as in a Tibetan sky burial.¹

The position of the body in longtermism is the same. Longtermism is only concerned, when we get down to it, with the unburied bodies of Polyneices. Polyneices is plural. Polyneices is a plural. Polyneices is the plurals. The plurals of absolute lives to come.
ANTI
GONE

It’s obvious that the name Antigone means anti gone, because that is what the name means. Others will have remarked this, but let’s make it very clear. Antigone is anti gone. She is anti being gone. Antigone is the name of what it means to be against the going of life.² What’s more, in being anti-gone, we also hear ‘going’, the going of ‘let’s go’ and the going of ‘going extinct’.³

How could we have missed that, even when we didn’t, that Antigone was antigone. That she was all about being antigone. We can write all the books we want about Antigone, and mention she is anti gone as some kind of pun, but then we miss that she really is anti gone.⁴ She was the first of renown to make her whole being, her entire body body, about being anti gone.⁵

Being anti gone in your whole body is something on the wane. But there again, according to the story of Antigone, it was always badly on the wane. In Antigone’s time—Greek time—being anti gone wasn’t a thing. Even her sister didn’t get it. Antigone’s sister’s existence’s whole problem is that she isn’t anti gone.⁶

What could be more fundamental: we start the play Antigone by Sophocles and as soon as Antigone is talking, anti gone is talking. The problem is when you put the anti gone subject position first, the person who follows isn’t going to be anti gone, even if they are your sister, Ismene.⁷

This immediate gap is human stubbornness: instead of saying ‘same’, Ismene immediately says ‘different’. She fails to listen to antigoneness without thinking.⁸ Since Antigone is Antigone she has to be anti gone, but since Ismene is not Antigone she has to be anti anti gone, at least in the first pass.

By not being Antigone Ismene is wrong, since how can the human not be anti gone? Every human is always already enlightened, like Antigone, and so the sister here is not a sister to all beings. Ismene is a criminal, like Kreon, like the chorus, but Antigone is not. But all human beings are already Antigone.⁹

But saying Ismene is a criminal, that’s not fair. Since Antigone starts speaking in the play by Sophocles, how could anyone else say what she said before her, especially when her very first words point to the possibility that Ismene has already not heard?

It’s not fair, but at the same time nothing can be more unfair than a human not being anti gone. This means it’s impossible. Totally impossible. What Sophocles says from this first word is that the whole human race is Ismene. That the whole human race is rapidly being ismenified from the start, from before the start, from before the start of the play. Even though the whole human race is enlightened, and Anti Gone, it’s impossible for a single real Antigone to ever be.
GO
ING

Let’s say we were going extinct. Going extinct for the seventh and final time. That life was not going to come back on this planet, and that we found out this planet is unique. What would you do? Would you be absolutely against this going? Would you be Antigone anti gone? Would you be antigonal? Would you be impossible?

If you were not, would you deserve to die? If you are not Antigone, do you deserve to die before any Antigone? The answer is yes. In fact, the answer isn’t just yes. It’s absolutely yes. If you are an Ismene, you deserve to die.

But. Ismene exists. You could say everything stems from that. All problems. All dubious revolutionary and poetic theories. All population theories.¹⁰ Known and unknown. All covert elite ideologies. All these theories make of Ismene’s existence the entire field of the problem. They say, sure, we have to be antigonal, but we are not. So we have to deal with the not. Let’s describe the not. And before you know it. Two thousand years of the Not.

Everyone who created the Two Thousand Years Of The Not deserves to die, and this is what Sophocles dared to say, if you know how to read. Sophocles said it when he has Antigone say to Ismene that all future justice will bury her. Not just justice but all justice—all future justice—will bury the One Who Refuses To Be Antigonal.¹¹

Humanity is falling off from the beginning. It starts by falling off, and then later on there are a thousand conspiracies about wanting to kill, needing to kill, the ones who don’t see. By the time this murder is a reality, we have forgotten what it meant. All it meant was the moment Ismene acted as if she deserved to be strangled by Antigone. That is, the moment Antigone would kill Ismene for the sake of absolute justice.¹²
RE
TARD

What the fuck are you doing, Retard.

Impossible. Unbearable. But what is the meaning of real human stubbornness in the face of absolute extinction? Ismene is the retarded one. She is the first retard. And Antigone is not-retarded—because she doesn’t want humanity to go. You want humanity to go, and that’s why you deserve to die. That’s why they are confused and killing you all. Ahead of time. That’s why we are all dying too soon. Because you didn’t notice Antigone wanted to kill Ismene.

We come back to Antigone’s ferocity, and how it has no bound. She notices that the future lives of a trillion Polyneices are undetected and she won’t go back. That she is ready to die goes without saying. That she herself ends up buried alive is just an irony, and that’s all; and in absolute longtermism irony does not exist.

Antigone, her splendor. Someone once spoke of the splendor of Antigone; and this is what they meant. This blistering solemnity. This seriousness. This cold light. Splendor is the only thing worth talking about for humanity, how we should all be Antigone but are not, how we have irreversibly not been
ANTI
GONE.

1

A body unheld.
2

She is a being who is against being gone. Being against being gone. (She is one, a being, who is the only one all the way against just being another one, anti gone.)
3

But there is also ‘go’ as command. Whenever we say go or going, perhaps we mean going is all good. That it is good to go. That sometimes we go for benefit. That perhaps life says, go, now to us.
4

Zupančič will bring out Let Them Rot: Antigone’s Parallax in 2023, but so what. Unless she can say what Sophocles said with even more primitive simplicity, there is nothing to wait for. Antigone’s antigone is the point in the subject where we have to be more simple than simplicity, and say: anti gone. We don’t need more books about Antigone. We don’t need anything. We need Antigone herself—anti gone itself.
5

Being-towards-being-anti-gone. (Being the one towards being anti gone being.)
6

Ismene is a dgi (don’t get it) and a ngmi (not gonna make it).
7

Ismene comes round, but from the first second it’s too late, too late already to come round later. To be truly anti gone, you can’t come round. You have to be or not to be. Be or nor be anti gone. But Antigone is as far away from Hamlet as it’s possible to get. Hamlet is Ismene not Antigone. Where Antigone is ferocious, Hamlet is confounded.
8

Antigoneness is sound of sound. Antigoneness is listening. Is softening. Vulnerability. In that we can shift.
9

Ismene is Antigone, whatever she does. (But Antigone dies to avoid Being Ismene.) What about the thus-come-gone one, the Buddha? Tathāgata. And Jesus. Jesus is closer to Hamlet. To Ismene?
10

The most difficult thing: if you put anti gone in charge, it would be like pure AI, pure longtermism. Everyone should die to secure the continuity of life. Nothing else matters at all. Sophocles said that. Antigone said that. Anti gone says anti gone. Angelicism extracts the statement. (Angelitigoneicism.)
11

I Dare You Not To Be.
12

This moment gets lost in the smoke, precisely as a ‘conspiracy’.
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